
In July this year, we acknowledged the tenth anniversary of Nelson Mandela 
International Day on 18 July since its launch in 2009. 

To mark the special occasion, the Nelson Mandela Foundation launched a new 
Mandela Day strategy for the next decade, entitled Mandela Day: The Next 
Chapter. The strategy aims to focus on fi ve key areas which include education 
and literacy, food and nutrition, shelter, sanitation and active citizenship. 

To celebrate Madiba Day this year, employees from Novus Holdings parti cipated in several events across the 
Group’s diff erent enti ti es to help make a positi ve diff erence and give back to communiti es in need.

Novus Holdings donated R6 700 worth of books to Prince George Primary school in Lavender Hill, Cape Town. 
These books will be used in the newly erected library which was sponsored by Novus Holdings in partnership 
with Breadline Africa on World Book Day earlier this year. 

Employees from Group offi  ce and Novus Print Central travelled to the school on Madiba Day to off er their 
admin skills and assisted Prince George Primary School with capturing and cataloguing books for the new 
library. 

Novus Print: City Deep donated much needed 
cleaning products to the Nyiko Primary school
situated in Tembisa, Gauteng. These supplies 
will help the school to maintain a pleasant 
environment for learners to prosper. In 2017, 
Novus Holdings also donated eight mobile 
libraries to Nyiko Primary School as part of the 
Read to Lead campaign which is endorsed by the 
Department of Basic Education.

OTHER ACTIVITIES BY SOME OF THE GROUP’S ENTITIES INCLUDED:

Novus Print: Linbro Park partnered with 
Fast and Furious Distributors to volunteer 
at Thuthuzela Care Centre in Alexandra, 
Johannesburg. The teams assisted with basic 
maintenance at the care centre and also 
donated cleaning products, goodie bags, as well 
as stationery before sharing a boerewors roll 
with the children over lunch. 

Novus Print: KwaZulu-Natal launched a 67-day 
project in which they will be donating items 
for the Hillcrest AIDS Centre Trust in Durban. 
On Madiba Day, Novus Print: KwaZulu-Natal 
employees donated items from the centre’s 
online wish-list, including toilet paper, toiletries, 
clothing as well as shoes.

Novus Print: Montague Gardens – Web 
participated in a sock drive for learners 
at Sinenjongo High School, in Montague 
Gardens. Employees donated a minimum of 
R20 each and were able to purchase 170 pairs 
of socks in total. This donation allows learners, 
many of whom travel on foot to school, to 
have clean, dry socks during the cold winter 
months on arrival at school.

All the Madiba Day activities implemented across our Group, aligned 
directly with our Future Foundations initiative which aims to empower and 
enhance communities by focusing on education and community engagement.

At Novus Holdings, we encourage our employees to make every day 
a Madiba Day as we must all do our part as South African citizens to 
bring about sustainable, positive change and continue building the 
nation that Madiba would have been proud of.

CELEBRATING SOUTH AFRICA 
THROUGH BRINGING ABOUT POSITIVE CHANGE

During the month of September, we celebrate our diverse cultures and 
heritage that make up the beauti ful country we live in. Forming part of 
South Africa’s rich heritage, is the legacy of a revoluti onary leader who 

fought for the freedom and equality of all South Africans, the father of our 
nati on – the late Nelson Mandela.

of having a conversati on amongst thousands of people 
you have never met. Books are magic. So, thank you to 
all of you for being part [of] bringing more magic into 
the world.”

The SA Book Award is built on the success of the 
Booksellers’ Choice Award, established 19 years ago 
and strive to celebrate books writt en and published 
in South Africa, as voted for by South African 
booksellers.

Jermayne Dryden, Key Accounts Manager at Novus 
Print: Montague Gardens – Sheetf ed & Digital, was 
privileged to hand over the Nati onal Educati on 
Publisher (large) award, which was won by Oxford 
University Press South Africa a customer of Novus 
Print: Montague Gardens – Sheetf ed & Digital.

Novus Print had also sponsored gift s for the award 
att endees which included an envelope fi lled with 
seeds, bearing the message “Collaborati on is the seed 
to a good read”, emphasising that printers, publishers 
and authors need to work together to create the 
perfect book.

On Tuesday, 27 August 2019, members of the SA Booksellers Association and the 
Publishers’ Association of South Africa (PASA) came together at the Vineyard 
Hotel in Newlands, Cape Town for the 2019 Sefi ka Annual Awards Gala Dinner. 

CELEBRATING AUTHORS, 
BOOKSELLERS AND PUBLISHERS

The Sefi ka Awards acknowledges and celebrates 
authors, publishers and booksellers and the role they 
play in promoti ng literacy and a culture of reading.

The annual event forms part of the co-located Annual 
General Meeti ngs (AGM) of South Africa’s booksellers 
and publishers associati ons where topical issues in 
various sectors of the book industry are discussed. 

At this year’s awards dinner, which was sponsored 
by Nielsen, Novus Print, SAPnet and SA Booksellers 
Associati on, the overall winner was Manage your 
money like a f*cking grownup by Sam Beckbessinger. 
This award-winning book was printed and bound by 
Novus Print: Montague Gardens – Sheetf ed & Digital. 
Ms. Beckbessinger was unable to att end the evening, 
but in her absence, she sent through a riveti ng speech 
praising the South African book industry and its 
authors: 

“Books matt er. Books can change the world. They can 
give us a diff erent perspecti ve on life. They can make 
us see that the world can be diff erent than it is and 
that we can be diff erent than we are. Books are a way 

THE OVERALL BOOK WINNER:
Manage your money like a f*cking grownup by Sam Beckbessinger

WINNERS IN OTHER CATEGORIES INCLUDE:
•   Favourite Bestselling Adult Ficti on Title – Prooi by Deon Meyer
•   Favourite Bestselling Adult Non-Ficti on Title  – Manage your money like a f*cking grownup 
     by Sam Beckbessinger
•   Favourite Bestselling Children’s Title (Ficti on and Non-Ficti on) – Klein kook en geniet 
     by Eunice van der Berg

THE SEFIKA BOOKSELLERS’ AND PUBLISHERS AWARD WINNERS WERE ALSO ANNOUNCED 
DURING THE EVENING, THESE INCLUDE:  
•   Nati onal Academic Bookseller 2019 – Protea Books
•   Nati onal Educati onal Bookseller 2019 – Books 24/7
•   Nati onal Trade Bookseller (chain store) 2019 – Bargain Books
•   Nati onal Trade Bookseller (independent) 2019 – Love Books
•   Nati onal Library Supplier 2019 – Hargraves Library Service
•   Nati onal Trade Publisher 2019 – Penguin Random House South Africa
•   Nati onal Academic Publisher 2019 – Oxford University Press South Africa
•   Nati onal Educati on Publisher (large) 2019 – Oxford University Press South Africa
•   Nati onal Educati on Publisher (small) 2019 – Berlut Books

Novus Print is proud to be a part of the 2019 Sefi ka Awards and would like to congratulate all the winners. 

Rhulani Bila (left ) from PASA and Jermayne Dryden, Key Accounts 
Manager from Novus Print: Montague Gardens – Sheetf ed & Digital.

Shimmy Isaacs (host of the Sefi ka Awards); Jermayne Dryden and 
Francois Lakey, Novus Print: Montague Gardens – Sheetf ed & Digital 
and Riaz Hassim from SA Book Sellers Associati on.

Electronic learning 
to complement 
textbooks in schools 
and not replace it.

“

“
TEXTBOOKS AND DIGITAL TEXTBOOKS 
WORKING HAND IN HAND
A leading school in Sydney, Australia, recently decided to swap digital textbooks for 

the hard copy version, citing better learner comprehension and reduced distraction as 

reasons for doing so. Australia’s Reddam House primary and junior high school classes 

have used e-textbooks on iPads, but consistent feedback from students revealed that 

they preferred pages to screens. This resulted in the school phasing out iPads in favour 

of laptop learning to supplement with textbooks

“Where the school went wrong was to abolish the 
book in favour of digital textbooks, rather than 
introduce electronic means to merely complement 
learning via textbooks,” says Steve Thobela, Novus 
Print: Executi ve – South. “In educati on, it simply 
doesn’t work to throw out the baby with the 
bathwater and in this case, replace books with digital 
textbooks.”

Recognised as a printi ng industry heavyweight, Steve 
joined Novus Holdings earlier this year from his 
previous role as Chief Executi ve Offi  cer at the industry 
body, Printi ng SA.

Steve says that this recent Australian example serves 
as an important lesson for South Africa. Earlier this 
year President Cyril Ramaphosa announced that 
Government will digiti se the public-school educati on 
system over the next six years by providing every 
learner in the country with digital workbooks and 
textbooks on a tablet device.

GETTING THE BASICS RIGHT FIRST

“We support the use of technology to aid educati on. 
If it is used correctly, it can greatly enhance a learner’s 
educati on and ability to become a valuable member 
of society,” says Steve. “However, to prepare our 
children for a future that includes the Fourth Industrial 
Revoluti on, we must fi rst get the basics right before 
introducing technology to the mix, such as making 
sure that learners can comprehend what they are 
learning. For example, how can you introduce learners 
to a computer if they can’t comprehend what they are 
reading?”

Stati sti cs released by the University of Pretoria show 
that eight out of 10 Grade 4 pupils sti ll cannot read at 
an appropriate level, which has a ripple eff ect on the 
pupil’s ability to perform academically. Furthermore, 
South Africa was placed last out of 50 countries in 
the Progress in Internati onal Reading Literacy Study 
(PIRLS) which included nearly 320‚000 children 
globally. 

ADVANTAGES OF PHYSICAL BOOKS

“If you are researching only, then any electronic device 
such as a laptop is an advantage. But to prepare for 
exams, the textbook, or workbook, is required. It is 
very, very diffi  cult to only rely on an electronic device 
to help you study for an exam. This is because learning 
and the retenti on of informati on is known to improve 
with the use of books.”
Research undertaken by Two Sides, an initi ati ve that 
promotes the sustainability of paper, found that 
learners who used paper-based learning felt that they 
performed bett er than when reading from a screen. It 
also revealed that once the distracti on of the Internet 
was added, learners’ work suff ered. Neuroscience 
further fi nds that the brain retains informati on bett er 
when it interacts with the writt en word. 

“To make digital learning work, we have to fi rst be able 
to crawl before we can run. Crawling in this instance 
means improving our country’s literacy rates. Once 
learners understand what they are reading, then we 
can introduce technology as a complementary tool 
to physical books. We should guard against knee-jerk 
reacti ons that are not supported by thorough research, 
and are ulti mately not in our learners’ best interests,” 
concludes Steve.

“

“

Tell us about a memorable childhood book of yours, sharing why it made such an impact on your life.

To enter, like our Facebook page and comment on our ‘National Book Week’ post to stand a chance of winning an 
Exclusive Books voucher to the value of R500. 
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